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that the era of pioneering was at an end, that the days of
rugged individualism were finished, and that America
must enter on that path of social reform which had been
followed for a century in Great Britain. In this crusade
Roosevelt spoke for the masses, and was bitterly opposed
by the representatives of big business. American labour
began to be organized in militant fashion by Mr. John
Lewis, and during 1937 bitter industrial disputes swept
across the country. Roosevelt was also engaged in a
struggle with the Supreme Court, which had declared
vital sections of the New Deal unconstitutional. His
attempt to reform the Court provoked open resistance
amongst his own followers, but not before the threatened
1 action had brought the " Nine Old Men " to reverse
several of their previous decisions.
In short, although he did not say so in so many words,
Roosevelt, during his second term of office, was laying
the most impious hands upon the American constitution
in order to provide the United States of America with a
Sowerful federal administrative machine, capable of
ealing on a national basis with the social problems of the
present time. He was trying, in fact, to do in the United
States what in another way the National Government
had begun to do in Great Britain in 1931, M. Blum had
begun in France in 1936, what Lenin and Stalin had begun
in Russia, and Chiang Kai Shek in China, not to mention
a number of smaller countries which, with greater or
lesser degrees of violence, have been in process of attempt-
ing to adjust their political and economic structures to
modern condiEons during the past few years. As regards
external affairs, President Roosevelt adopted the policy
of " the Good Neighbour," especially in respect of the
relations between the U.S.A. and the Latin-American